Amended April 08, 2026
The Chicago Bar Association

Judicial Evaluation Committee

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR JUDICIAL CANDIDATES
PART A - PERSONAL BACKGROUND
1. (a) Full Name   *     

(b)

Maiden name or other names by which known *


Email Address:
(c) Addresses, including County:


Office   *     
Office Phone *     



Residence *     



Residence Phone  *     



Voting Address *
Residence addresses, past five years, with dates 

*     



*     



*     
Birth: Date  *     
Place    *     
U.S. Citizen  Y or N  *

Marital Status  *     
Spouse Name  *     



Children: Number *     
Ages * 

(d) What office(s) are you seeking? Please select all that apply.
☐ Associate Judge   ☐ Circuit Judge   ☐ 1st District Appellate Court   ☐ Supreme Court

2. (a) Have you served in the U.S. or other military?  *

☐ Yes   ☐ No   ☐ Not Applicable

Service *
Dates*
3. List each judicial or other office for which you have been screened by The Chicago Bar Association and state the approximate date of each screening.  

*

4.
(a)
Have you ever been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor or been given an order of supervision for a misdemeanor, except a minor traffic offense?_*___________


(b)    
If so, state the facts and circumstances fully, including date, court, and disposition.  
Use separate attachment form.

5. Describe any civic, philanthropic, community, social, or public service activities in the past five years including any posts or offices held, and honors or awards received. 

*


*
6. 
If you attain the office sought, how will the salary of the office compare to your recent annual income?


Substantially more  
________   Substantially less  _________   About the same ___________

PART B - FITNESS

For the questions in this Part, the following terms have the meanings stated below:


“Ability to perform the essential functions of a judge” means:



(a) 
The ability to analyze legal issues to reach reasoned legal judgments.
(a) 
The ability to evaluate the credibility of witnesses.
(b) 
The ability to make factual determinations from competing presentations.
(c) 
The ability to make decisions in a timely fashion.
(d) 
The ability to serve in a fair, impartial, and unbiased manner.
(e) 
The ability to communicate, orally and in writing, in an articulate and logical manner.
(f) 
The ability to demonstrate honesty, integrity, patience, open-mindedness, courtesy, tact,




 compassion, and humility in performing judicial functions.
(g) 
The ability to exercise control over court proceedings; and

(h) 
The ability to perform the above functions for a minimum of forty (40) hours per week on a consistent basis.


“Accommodation” means a change needed:



(a) 
to ensure equal opportunities in the candidate evaluation process.


(b) 
to enable a qualified individual with a disability to perform the essential functions of a judge; and



(c) 
to enable a disabled judge to enjoy equal benefits and privileges of employment with non-disabled judges.

7. 
Do you currently possess the physical and mental ability to perform the essential functions of a judge, with or without an accommodation?  Please state ☐ Yes   ☐ No
8. 
Are you currently using illegal drugs, or do you habitually use illegal drugs on a recreational basis or otherwise?  Please state ☐ Yes   ☐ No __________________
9. Do you frequently fail to take any lawful medications which enable you to perform the essential 

functions of a judge? Please state ☐ Yes   ☐ No  _____________
10. 
Are you currently using intoxicating liquors to such an extent that your ability to perform the essential functions of a judge is impaired? Please state ☐ Yes   ☐ No _____________
11. 
Are you a compulsive gambler, or have you ever been diagnosed or received treatment, therapy, or counseling for compulsive gambling? Please state ☐ Yes   ☐ No
 __________If so, provide a complete explanation, including the nature, history, and treatment of any such behavior.  Use separate attachment form.

	NOTE: All candidates must complete, sign, and return the attached medical authorization and waiver form.


PART C - EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

12. (a) 
High School 
 _________________   Date Graduated  _____________________

(b) 
       College:  Include non-legal graduate work.


School 

             Dates 
                              
        Major 

           Degree

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


(c) Honors, Awards, etc. 

* 
13. Describe any other formal education or courses (omitting primary and legal.)  

*

*
*
14. 
(a) 
Legal: Include all law schools attended


School 


               Attendance Dates 

                               Degree

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


(b) State in detail any honors, awards, law review, other activities, or achievements. 

*



*



*


*


*

15. (a) List all seminars, symposia, lectures, or legal meetings in the nature of continuing legal education which you have attended in the past five years, stating as to each: date, place, sponsoring organization, and subject(s).

*


*


*


*


*


*


*


*

*

*

*

*

(b) State the same as to any in which you have participated as speaker, lecturer, panelist, etc.,

identifying your role and subject(s) or topic (s).


*
16. 
If you have ever taught at a law school, please state the following: name of law school(s); date(s) you taught; and your title, status, or role.


*

*


*


*

17.
Describe any non-legal teaching or lecturing you have done

*
*
*
PART D - PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL BACKGROUND

18. 
(a)
When were you admitted to practice in Illinois?_________________


(b) 
How long have you practiced law in Illinois? _______________________

(c) 
How long have you practiced law in Cook County?__________________

(d) 
Name all other states, courts, and administrative agencies or tribunals before which you have been admitted to practice; dates admitted; state whether you are currently admitted; and whether you actively practice there now. Do not include special admission for a particular case. 

Court, Agency, etc.

           Dates


        Current (Yes/No)
   Active (Yes/No)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


19. 
Do you actively practice law in any other state?  _______ If so, describe the extent and nature of the practice.


*

*


*

20. 
If you have written any articles, treatises, texts, textbooks, or handbook chapters, or other writings on legal matters which have been published, give as to each the complete citation, including publisher, date, title, and subject matter, and list names and current office addresses and phone numbers of any person(s) who co-authored, collaborated, or assisted you in the writing or research.  Use separate attachment form.
Please enclose copies except for texts and chapters.  If you have written extensively, submit only several representative selections.

21. 
Bar Associations and Activities.  List all national, state, local specialty, honorary, and other bar associations 
or other legal societies to which you have belonged.  State as to each committee membership and other activity: offices held and whether you are now a member in good standing (and if not, why).  


*


*


*


*

22. 
List any judicial or quasi-judicial office you have held.  Do not include any present judicial office you hold.
State the reason or circumstances for leaving this office.  (Circle “F” or “P” for full or part-time.)




Office


Location

Reason for

Date of Service










Leaving

	F   P
	
	
	
	

	F  P
	
	
	
	


23. 
List any elective public office you have ever held (other than judicial or quasi-judicial).


Office




Location



Dates of Service
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


24. 
List any elective public office for which you have been an unsuccessful candidate.


Office




Location



Date
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


25. 
List appointive public offices you have held (not judicial or quasi-judicial).  (Circle “F” of “P” for full or part-time).





Office


Location

Duties
             
Date
	F    P
	
	
	
	

	F    P
	
	
	
	

	F    P
	
	
	
	

	F    P
	
	
	
	


26. 
Present Professional Practice or Occupational Status, Whether Law-Related or Not.

 _______________

___________________________________________________

Period by Years 

Firm/Company Name Address (city, country, state if not Illinois)


________________

___________________________________________________

Your Status - solo,

Your type of practice or nature of work partner, associate, or


organizational title

Name, current address and phone number of any partners, associates, office sharers, or organizational co-workers and superiors 


Name




Current Address



Phone Number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


27. Past Legal or Law-Related Professional Status.

(a)     
 _________________
______________________________________________________
Period by Years 

Firm/Company Name Address (city, county, state if not Illinois)


_________________
______________________________________________________

Your Status - solo,

Your type of practice or nature of work partner, associate, or


organizational title

Name, current address and phone number of any partners, associates, office sharers, or organizational co-workers and superiors



Name




Current Address



Phone Number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


(b)
_____ ____________________________________________________________________


Period by Years 

Firm/Company Name Address (city, county, state if not Illinois) 


 _______ __________________________________________________________________


Your Status - solo, Your type of practice or nature of work partner, associate, or


organizational title

Name, current address and phone number of any partners, associates, office sharers, or organizational co-workers and superiors   


Name




Current Address



Phone Number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


(c)
____________________  _________________________________________________________ 


Period by Years 

Firm/Company Name Address (city, county, state if not Illinois)


 ________________
________________________________________________________

Your Status - solo, Your type of practice or nature of work partner, associate, or



organizational title

Name, current address and phone number of any partners, associates, office sharers, or organizational co-workers and superiors  


Name




Current Address



Phone Number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


(d) 
 ___________________
________________________________________________________
Period by Years 

Firm/Company Name Address (city, county, state if not Illinois)


_____ _______________________________________________________________________


Your Status - solo, 

Your type of practice or nature of work partner, associate, or


organizational title

Name, current address and phone number of any partners, associates, office sharers, or organizational co-workers and superiors


Name




Current Address



Phone Number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


  (e) ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Period by Years 

Firm/Company Name Address (city, county, state if not Illinois)


___________________  __________________________________________________________


Your Status - solo, Your type of practice or nature of work partner, associate, or


organizational title

Name, current address and phone number of any partners, associates, office sharers, or organizational co-workers and superiors  


Name




Current Address



Phone Number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


 (f) 
_______________
__________________________________________________________

Period by Years

Firm/Company Name Address (city, county, state if not Illinois)


___________________  __________________________________________________________


Your Status - solo, Your type of practice or nature of work partner, associate, or 


organizational title

Name, current address and phone number of any partners, associates, office sharers, or organizational co-workers and superiors 


Name




Current Address



Phone Number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


28. 
Indicate the approximate percentage of your time in the past five years devoted to the following types of practice.  (“Litigation” includes, in addition to actual time in court or tribunal, preparation therefor. “Court” indicates federal and state judicial systems.  “Tribunal” indicates quasi-judicial bodies, e.g., Industrial Commission, NLRB hearings, etc.  “Non-Litigation” indicates practice not involving litigation.) 






Litigation
Type of Practice



Court % 

Other Tribunal%

Non-Litigation%
	Anti-Trust and Trade Regulation
	
	
	

	Bankruptcy
	
	
	

	Chancery (Matrimonial)
	
	
	

	Chancery (Other)
	
	
	

	Corporate and Securities
	
	
	

	Criminal (Felony)
	
	
	

	Criminal (Misdemeanor and Traffic)
	
	
	

	Environmental
	
	
	

	Labor Relations
	
	
	

	Patent
	
	
	

	Probate and Estate Planning
	
	
	

	Real Estate
	
	
	

	State and Local Government
	
	
	

	Tax (Federal)
	
	
	

	Tax (State, Local)
	
	
	

	Tort (Personal Injury)
	
	
	

	Tort (P.D., Subrogation)
	
	
	

	Workers Compensation
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	


29.
Litigation Experience:

On a separate attachment, describe the nature and extent of your litigation experience or practice.  Describe the nature of the cases or legal matters you have handled, the role you played in those cases or legal matters, and the kinds of litigation tasks you have undertaken.  If your litigation experience has varied over time or with different legal positions or employments you have had, please provide this information accordingly.

30. 
Jury Trial Experience.  Please state as to the past five (5) years the number of jury trials in which you participated:
(a)
As lead trial counsel:


Jury trials to verdict:    


Civil: _____  Criminal _____
Jury impaneled in case but case 
did not go to verdict:



Civil: _____  Criminal _____
(b)
As counsel assisting at trial:



Jury trials to verdict:    


Civil: _____  Criminal _____
Jury impaneled in case but case 
did not go to verdict:



Civil: _____  Criminal _____
(c) 
Identify the last two (2) jury cases tried to verdict, including names of attorneys and judges.

Name of Case

           Case No.
            Judge


     Attorney

Phone
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


(d)   
State the number of jury trials you participated in more than five years ago that went to verdict:









Civil: _____  Criminal ____
31. 
Non-Jury Trial Experience.  Please state as to the past five (5) years the number of non-jury trials in which you participated:
(a)
As lead trial counsel:


Non-Jury trials to judgment:    


Civil: _____  Criminal _____
Non-Jury trials where opening statements 
were completed but case did not go to 

judgment:





Civil: _____  Criminal _____

(b)
As counsel assisting at trial:



Non-Jury trials to judgment:    


Civil: _____  Criminal _____
Non-Jury trials where opening statements 
were completed but case did not go to 

judgment:





Civil: _____  Criminal _____
(c) 
Identify the last two (2) non-jury cases tried to judgment, including names of attorneys and judges

Name of Case

                 Case No.



Judge



Attorney

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


(d)   
State the number of non-jury trials in which you participated more than five years ago that went to judgment.







Civil: _____  Criminal _____

32. 
Evidentiary Hearing Experience.  

(a)
Please state as to the past five (5) years the number of contested evidentiary hearings in which you participated in the presentation of evidence (other than cases noted in questions 30 and 31 above):







Civil: _____  Criminal _____
(b)
State the number of evidentiary hearings you handled more than five years ago (other than cases noted in questions 30 and 31 above).







Civil: _____  Criminal _____
33. 
Appellate Practice.

(a) 
   
How many cases have you personally handled as principal counsel on appeal? ____________


How many have you orally argued? ____________


List the five most recent.  Check “A” if argued by you.

 Case Name

   

Citation


Year



   A
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Please attach copies of the opinions.

(b) 
How many cases on appeal have you personally handled in part?______________
List the five most recent.  Check “B” if you appeared on the brief.

    Case Name


           Citation


Year



     B

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Please attach copies of the opinions.

34.  Non-Law-Related Professional and Occupational Background.

(a)
 List all professional or occupational licenses (other than law) which you have ever held.  If license is still current, so indicate by checking “C”.

    License


Issuing Authority


Date



C


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


(b) 
Has any such license ever been revoked or suspended or has your conduct been the subject of other discipline or complaint to the licensing authority or its disciplinary body? If so, state fully the facts and circumstances and the disposition.  Use separate attachment form.


*

(c)
Describe fully all non-law-related professions or occupations pursued since your first admission to the bar, giving dates, company names, duties, job title, and reasons for leaving, etc.  If needed, use separate attachment form

*
PART E - PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONAL CONDUCT

35. 
(a)
Has your license or right to practice before or in any state, court, agency, or other tribunal ever been denied, revoked or suspended? ________ If so, state the facts and circumstances fully.  Use separate attachment form. 


(b)
Have you ever been formally censured, adjudged, or held in contempt or otherwise disciplined by any judge, court, agency, or other tribunal? ________If so, state the facts and circumstances fully.  Use separate attachment form.


(c) 
Has your professional conduct or ability been the subject of comment, favorable or unfavorable, in a written opinion of any judge, court, or other tribunal? ________If so, attach a copy of the opinion and state any facts and circumstances you feel appropriate.  Use separate attachment form.
36. 
(a)
Has your professional conduct or ability been the subject of any criticism or complaint filed with or made to the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission of Illinois? ________If so, state fully the facts and circumstances and the disposition of the matter.  Use separate attachment form.

(b)
Has your professional conduct or ability been the subject of any criticism or complaint filed with or made to any similar authority of any other court or state? _________If so, state fully the facts and circumstances and the disposition of the matter.  Use separate attachment form.

(c)
Has your professional conduct or ability been the subject of any criticism or complaint with or made to any bar association or committee thereof? _________If so, state fully the facts and circumstances and the disposition of the matter.  Use separate attachment form. 
37. 
Have you ever been or, to your knowledge, are you now the subject of investigation by any federal, state, or 

            local authority? _______ If yes, supply on a separate attachment the facts and circumstances of each such  

            investigation.

38. 
Have you ever sued or been sued by a client?  ___________If so, state fully the facts and circumstances; the court and case number; names, addresses, and phone numbers of your attorney and all other counsel; and the disposition of the matter.  Use separate attachment form. 

39. 
Have you ever been a party to or otherwise personally involved in any litigation (other than as

counsel)? __________. If so, state the court, case caption, and number, the nature of the case and     the circumstances of your involvement, the names and current phone numbers of your attorney and of any attorney representing an interest adverse to yours, and the disposition.  Use separate attachment form.
Bankruptcy/Debtor Questions:

40.
Bankruptcy/Debtor Issues.
(a)
Have you ever declared bankruptcy?  





Please state ☐ Yes   ☐ No
(b)
Were you ever a principal, partner, manager, or other controlling person of an entity at the time the entity declared bankruptcy or made an assignment for the benefit of creditors? 

Please state ☐ Yes   ☐ No 
 (c)
Do you have any unsatisfied judgments or liens against you?





Please state ☐ Yes   ☐ No 
 (d)
Has any lender instituted foreclosure proceedings involving property you own, or in which you have an interest, directly or indirectly, through an interest in any other entity?




Please state ☐ Yes   ☐ No 
If you answered “yes” to any of the above, provide details on a separate attachment.

41. 
(a)
Have you been the subject of a favorable, unfavorable, or other comment in the media? If so, give particulars.  Use separate attachment form.

(b) 
To your knowledge, have you ever been accused of any wrongful conduct by any party or

witness in any criminal or civil trial? _________ If so, give particulars.  
Use separate attachment form. 

	NOTE: All candidates must complete, sign, and return the authorization forms relating to disciplinary and grievance matters.


PART F - PERSONAL AND JUDICIAL REFERENCES
42. 
(a)
At your option, give the names and current phone numbers of at least five and no more than ten persons (of whom not fewer than four must be lawyers not associated with you in the practice of law or in business) who have knowledge regarding your character and ability, and state how long each has known you.  Any personal references must have had adequate opportunities for observing your professional and general conduct and ability. Describe your relationship to these individuals. 

DO NOT LIST FAMILY MEMBERS AS REFERENCES





Relationship




               Period of

Name



(e.g. Friend)

  Phone Number 

  Acquaintance
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


    (b) 
Give the names and current phone numbers of not more than five judges (of whom at least three must be active) with whom you are not and have not been associated in the practice of law or in business, before whom you have appeared recently in matters which would afford them an opportunity to observe your professional conduct and ability.  Indicate by checking “C” those before whom you have appeared in court or other judicial bodies.

Name of Judge

Date


Title of Case

     Phone


C
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


PART G - ADVERSARY REFERENCES

43. 
This question asks for the names and current phone numbers of lawyers who have represented adverse positions in matters handled by you in the past five years.  There are two categories: litigation and non-litigation.  Each category has space for listing of names of twenty lawyers. Do not list the name of a lawyer more than once in either category.  If you have had multiple matters with a listed lawyer, indicate the fact by writing the letter “M” following his name.  In such instance, by separate attachment, list no more than five additional matters or cases with dates as to each lawyer.

If you have listed names of twenty lawyers in a category, you need not answer the other category; but if you do, list no more than ten names in that other category.

(a) 
    Litigation Matters:

Name of Lawyer


Phone

Number and Case Style
                       
Date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


(b) 
Non-Litigation Matters:
Name of Lawyer

           Phone



Nature of Matter

           Date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


44.
State why you personally feel qualified to hold office which you seek.  Include any special professional, occupational, or other experiences you have had which you feel should be considered by the Committee in its evaluation.

*


*
45.
State below, or on a separate attachment, any additional information or observation which you believe would assist The Chicago Bar Association in its evaluation of you.

*
*
Certification:

I hereby certify under penalties of perjury as provided in 735 ILCS 5/1-109 that the information provided in this application is true and correct.  I further certify that I have not withheld any information that is responsive to any request herein or that is necessary to make any of my answers misleading.

Date 

                  Signature of Candidate

 Print Name of Candidate
__________                     ______________________             ______________________
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